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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 

conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. The claim 21 is talked about a computer program. It could 
be interpreted as computer signal. Therefore it is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because 
the claimed invention is non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claimsl- 8, 10,12, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kadowaki (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0126322). 

Regarding claim 1, Kadowaki discloses an image processing apparatus. Specially, 
Kadowaki discloses an image reading apparatus (image processing apparatus) 

comprising: 

image reading unit, arranged to read an image on an original and output image data 
thereof (Fig. 1 #9 image reading unit); 

connecting unit, arranged to connect to at least one external service providing at least 
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one service for the image data output from said image reading unit via a network (Fig. 1 
#2 network); 

personalized service information acquiring unit, arranged to acquire personalized 
service information for personalizing the service so that an operator can use the service 

(Fig. 1, #21 ID card reader); 

personalizing unit, arranged to personalize a setting screen (Fig. 4-8), a setting 
procedure, and contents of setting for the operator according to the acquired 
personalized service information (described in paragraph 0073-0091); and 
transmitting unit, arranged to transmit various settings based on the setting screen, 
setting procedure, and contents of setting personalized for the operator by said 
personalizing unit, together with the image data via the network to the external service 
(Fig. 1 #7 external interface). 

Regarding claim 2, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein said personalized service information acquiring unit comprises: 
reading unit (Fig. 1 , #21 ID card reader), arranged to read operator identification 
information and the personalized service information corresponding to the operator from 
a detachable storage medium (described in paragraph 0053); and 
identification unit, arranged to identify the operator according to the operator 
identification information read from the storage medium (described in paragraph 0103, 
"The user ID information is information for identifying 
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individual users. The information is given as, e.g., 00001 for a 
user A and 00002 for a user B"). 

Regarding claim 3, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein said personalized service information acquiring unit comprises: 
wireless communication unit, arranged to communicate with a storage medium capable 
of carrying out wireless communication, the storage medium storing operator 
identification information and the personalized service information corresponding to the 
operator (described In paragraph 0181, "In addition, those apparatus may be 
interconnected wirelessly rather than using wires."); and 

identification unit, arranged to identify the operator according to the operator 
identification information stored in the storage medium (described in paragraph 0053, 

"The ID card reader 21 is used to read data stored in an ID card 
possessed by individual users and to take in ID information"). 

Regarding claim 4, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein an external server (Fig. 1 , #3 server) holding personalized service information 
associated with respective operator Identification information Is connected to the 
network, and said personalized service information acquiring unit transmits operator 
identification information to the external server via the network (described in paragraph 
0107), and acquires personalized service information corresponding to the transmitted 
operator identification information from the external server (described in paragraph 
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0048, "Individual setting information, described later, is 
transmitted and received between the facsimile 1 and the server 
3 via the network 2"). 

Regarding claim 5, Kadowal<i discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein an external server holding personalized service information associated with 
respective operator identification information and respective apparatus identification 
information (described in paragraph 0108, "a common server for storing the 
individual setting information by copying machines, facsimiles 
and printers, and further take out the individual setting 
information specific to each machine group") iS connected tO the network, 

and said personalized service information acquiring unit transmits operator identification 
information and apparatus identification information to the external server via the 
network, and acquires personalized service information corresponding to the 
transmitted operator identification information and apparatus identification information 
from the external server (described in paragraph 0149-150). 

Regarding claim 6, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 4), 
wherein the external service comprises a plurality of external services existing on the 
Internet, and the external server exists on an intranet (described in paragraph 0181). 



Regarding claim 7, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
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wherein the personalized service information includes identification information on 
services to be used by the operator, and defaults of various settings for the services to 
be used (described in paragraph 0010). 

Regarding claim 8, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above {see claim 1), 
wherein the personalized service information includes identification information on 
services to be used by the operator, and setting values which can be set by the operator 
for the services to be used (Fig. 4 - 7). 

Regarding claim 10, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein the personalized service information includes identification information on 
services to be used by the operator, and setting values which can be used by the 
operator for the services to be used (described in paragraph 0175, S57). 

Regarding claim 12, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein the external service is inhibited from being used when said personalizing unit 
omits personalization of the service to be used (described in paragraph 0175, S55). 

Regarding claim 17, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein the personalized service information includes part of authentication data to be 
used for user authentication when the operator uses the service (described in 
paragraph 0175, S57). 
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Regarding claim 18, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein said personalized service information acquiring unit acquires plural pieces of 
personalized service information, and said personalizing unit comprises selecting 
means for selecting a desired service from among services personalized for the 
operator according to the acquired plural pieces of personalized service Information 
(Fig. 3-7, described in paragraph 0072-0089). 

Regarding claim 19, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 18), 
comprising adding unit, arranged to add various settings as to the service personalized 
for the operator according to the acquired personalized service information as new 
personalized service information to the acquired personalized service information (Fig. 
7, described in paragraph 0088, "to form a new cover sheet specific to 
each of individual users"). 

Regarding claim 20, claim 20 is inherent variation of claim 1 thus it is interpreted and 
rejected for the reasons set forth above in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kadowal<i in view of Horikoshi et al. (US patent 6,823,459), hereinafter referred as 

Horil<oslii. 

Regarding claim 9, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein the personalized service information includes identification information on 
services to be used by the operator, and setting values, however, Kadowaki fails to 
disclose wherein the setting values inhibited from being used for the services to be 
used. 

However, the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to provide the setting 
values can be inhibited from being used for the services to be used, as taught by 
Horikoshi. 

In a similar field of endeavor Horikoshi discloses a method for prohibiting unauthorized 

access in a non-contacting data carrier system. In addition, Horikoshi discloses that the 
setting values inhibited from being used for the services to be used (described in 
column 2, line 1-14) for the purpose of prohibiting unauthorized user to read/write 
sensitive data. 

Regarding claim 11, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
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wherein the personalized service information includes identification information to be 

used by the operator, and setting items, however, Kadowaki fails to disclose wherein 

the setting items inhibited from being used for the services to be used. 

However, the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to provide the setting 

items can be inhibited from being used for the services to be used, as taught by 

Horikoshi. 

In a similar field of endeavor Horikoshi discloses a method for prohibiting unauthorized 
access in a non-contacting data carrier system. In addition, Horikoshi discloses that the 
setting items inhibited from being used for the services to be used (described in column 
2, line 1-14) for the purpose of prohibiting unauthorized user to read/write sensitive 
items. 

Claim 13, 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kadowaki in view of Shinichi (Japan patent publication 2002-312429). 

Regarding claim 13, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 

wherein the external service provides a print (printer #6) and, however, Kadowaki fails 
to disclose wherein the external service provides a print and book-binding format for the 
print and book-binding service. 

However, the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to provide the 
external service can provide a print and book-binding format for the print and book- 
binding service, as taught by Shinichi. 
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In a similar field of endeavor Shlnichi discloses an information management service 
system. In addition, Shlnichi discloses that the external service provide a book-binding 
format for the print and book-binding service (described in paragraph 0009) for the 
purpose of providing further service after printing. 

Regarding claim 14, Kadowaki discloses everything as stated above (see claim 1), 
wherein the external services comprise a print and, however, Kadowaki fails to disclose 
wherein the external service provides a print and book-binding service for the 
transmitted image data, and said transmitting unit transmits, as the various settings for 
the external service, settings relating to an address for delivery of a printout obtained by 
the print and book-binding service. 

However, the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to provide the 
external service can provide a print and book-binding service for the transmitted image 
data, and said transmitting unit transmits, as the various settings for the external 
service, settings relating to an address for delivery of a printout obtained by the print 
and book-binding service, as taught by Shinichi. 

In a similar field of endeavor Shinichi discloses an information management service 
system. In addition, Shinichi discloses that the external service provide a book-binding 
service for the transmitted image data, and said transmitting unit transmits, as the 
various settings for the external service, settings relating to an address for delivery of a 
printout obtained by the print and book-binding service (described in paragraph 0009, 
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also described in paragraph 0066-0067) for the purpose of providing further service 
after printing. 

Regarding claim 15, Kadowaki and Shinichi in combination discloses everything as 
stated above (see claim 14), wherein Kadowaki further discloses the personalized 

service information includes information indicative of an address of the operator as the 
address for delivery (described in paragraph 0147, "The network address 102-1 
of the destination is given by the network address of a personal 
computer possessed by each user which is read out of the ID 
card"). 

Regarding claim 16, Kadowaki and Shinichi in combination disclose everything as 
stated above (see claim 14), Shinichi further discloses wherein the personalized service 
information includes information indicative of the operator as who is to be charged for 
the service (described in paragraph 0067-0068) for the purpose of performing a 
complete service for the print, bookbinding and delivery. 

Claim 21 , 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kadowaki. 

Regarding claims 21 , 22, claims 21 and 22 are obvious variations of claim 1 thus they 
are interpreted and rejected for the reasons set forth above in the rejection of claim 1 . 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to QIAN YANG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7239. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-16:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Harold can be reached on 5712727519. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/QIAN YANG/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 41 12 

/Q. Y./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 41 12 

/Tse Chen/ 
Primary Examiner 



